
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATEMENT DELIVERED BY H.E. MR. JOAQUÍN PÉREZ AYESTARÁN, 

AMBASSADOR, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 
DURING THE CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION E/2023/L.4, 
ENTITLED “REMOVAL OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN FROM 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

FOR THE REMAINDER OF ITS 2022-2026 TERM”, WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (ECOSOC) 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
 

New York, 14 December 2022 
 
Mr. President, 
 

1. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has the honor to take the floor on behalf of 
the Group of Friends in Defense of the Charter of the United Nations. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

2. Since its establishment over a year ago, our Group of Friends has consistently 
supported multilateralism and opposed unilateral actions of any kind, as they go 
against the interests of the international community and their key pillars, especially 
against the very tenets enshrined in the founding Charter of the United Nations.  

 
3. Adherence to the principles that are considered the cornerstones of 

multilateralism, upon which the United Nations is based and which constitute the 
basis for modern-day international law, including inclusiveness, equality of States 
in membership and meaningful participation in all international fora, representation 
of all international bodies by all States equally, proportionately, and based on the 
geographical distribution of representatives from all regions of the world, is of 
utmost importance. 
 

4. In this context, the arbitrary interpretation of the provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations, as well as of the relevant rules of procedures of its main bodies, 
not only fall short of upholding multilateralism, but also run the risk of undermining 
the system of international relations as a whole, while setting a rather dangerous 
precedent. 
 

5. Furthermore, if political power prevails above the rule of law, especially within the 
UN system, including by forbidding Member States from exercising their basic right 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of membership, the already weakened international system would not only be 
significantly compromised but also disintegrate back into its initial condition as a 
result. We have a clear illustration of the League of Nations’ failing, which should 
concern each and every peace-loving nation. 
 

6. We therefore believe that no provision for the termination of an ECOSOC member 
or member of any of its functional commissions which have been rightfully elected 
and backed by the endorsement of relevant regional geographical groups was 
intentionally included in the Rules of Procedure of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, which were written and agreed upon by Member States. Rule 
140 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, on the “Elections to 
Principal Organs”, expressly only regarded the “ceasing” of membership in the 
Council by elected States and foresees that other subsequent steps should be 
taken if a member decides to terminate its membership of the Council before its 
term of office ends. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

7. The Group considers that this kind of measures are inappropriate and demeaning 
to politicize the work of the United Nations' technical committees, notably the 
ECOSOC, which deals mainly with development issues, based purely on 
allegations that neither this body has approved nor that are related to its mandate. 
 

8. Additionally, the only criteria for membership in the functional commissions of the 
ECOSOC, according to Section V of Economic and Social Council resolution 557 
C (XVIII) on Membership, are having “interest in serving the Commission” and “the 
widest possible expert knowledge and experience” by Member States. The current 
efforts to introduce this resolution will undoubtedly create an unwelcome precedent 
that will prevent other Member States with different cultures, customs and 
traditions, who are also interested in serving in the Commissions, from contributing 
to the activities of one of the ECOSOC’s Commissions, contrary to the relevant 
rules of procedure, as well as to the mandate of the ECOSOC and its functional 
Commissions, and in contradiction with the principles and purposes of the United 
Nations Charter. 
 

9. To conclude, the Group of Friends urges ECOSOC's Member States to refrain 
from setting a new precedent in the work of the Council that would unequivocally 
divert its professional function to political agendas and prevent an elected member 
from fully exercising its right of membership within one of its functional 
Commissions. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I thank you, Mr. President. 


